
THAYER'S GULL 
(Larus thayeri) 

A Thayer's Gull in has ic definitive plumage was rliscovered at 
1: 15 PM on Feb. 1 7, 1991 • 

I was scanning a flock of '-1-00 or 500 gull s thc1.t were feeding 
and r~sting at an area of open water north~ast of Dobbins Landin~ 
in Erie when Joyce Hoffmann directed my at t ention to a gull whos~ 
bill color appeared to he different from th~t of the nejrby Herrin~ 
anct Rinr;-billed Gulls. Since the hirci in question was conce::i.lecl be .. 
hind 2 Herrinr:; Gulls, several minutes passed before I saw the pri­
mary extensions. The primaries appeared to be dark with very l.arge 
white tips. This characteristic is only found in Iceland Gulls anct 
ThayPr's Gulls in adult plumar.;es. When the bird in qw~stion came 
into view it could he stttclied. The following field rriarks were noted 
at ::i viewinp.; distance of JOO to hOO yards us1.nr; a ?.5X Hushnell Spot­
tin~ Scope. The bird was intermediate in si~e between a !{erring and 
a Rjng-hil led Gull. The head was small and slightly rounriect, The 
bill was as long as a Herring Gulls, but wa s 1 ess thick at the gon.v 
and dark 0 r yellow. The bir<i was in bRsic definitive plumage, show­
in~ large extensive lir.;ht hrown markings on the otherwise whit 0 head 
and neck d0wn to th~ mantle and around the neck and to the upper 
hr0::ist . No Herring Gull s in the same plur11age showed as many d8.rk 
fp;-1 the rs on the head and neck. The mantle was merlium Grey and ap•­
pen red to be the same tone of grey as the Herring and Ring-billed 
Gull£, cl.efinitely not paler. Thjs elimin;:i.tes Iceland Gull, which 
always have paler mantles thRn Herring or RinR-hillect Gull , The legs 
were sh~ded by surrounding ~ul l s, but they appeared to be darker pink 
thqn the !!erring Gulls', The exact iris color was difficult to see 
b0cause of the distRnce and the light. However, the iris was darker 
than that of the Herrinr: Gulls stanr1inr; next to it. When the bird 
flew, the upnerside and ~dersides of the primaries were se~n clear] y . 
Only the o0ter webs of the outermost primaries were pi~mentecl. the 
innnr webs white. The outer webs were hlack, not frosty ( Larus 
r:lnllcoides l(vMlieni have frost_yand never black primaries). The outer 
? pri~aries showed ?. large white windows near the tip. The outer 
pri :nr1r:v p:=i ttern shows the primRries to he white with 5 thin hlnck 
stri pns . The hlack joininr; only on the tips of the primaries unlil~e 

the solid (excludinp: the white windows) hla.ck outer primRries of 
Her r i nr: c; 11 l ls . The unders i cle of the rri m·1 ri es was very pale a,rey 
with the 0 1.iter tips hlack. The black could only be seen when the 
liphtinp.; ~ood. The tail andu~dersicle were all ~white. 

T studied the Thayer's Gull carefully for about JO minutes. 
Other sr1~cies of gulls present within 50 fe e t of the Thayer's includ­
ed 1 Glaucous Gull (a lte rnate definitive), 1 Icelann Gull ( Basic I), 
anrl 1 Les s er Black-backed Gull (basic definitive), 

The !=lky was cloudy ( thi n stratus), anrl the wind was westerly at 
approximately 5 mph. 

It is Jikely that the other Thayer's Gull seen wa s a different 
bird . The characteristics explained Above also pertainAd to this 
bird as well except for the following; les~ extensive brown markings 
on th~ heRd and neck and the mantle was dRrker than the Ring-bil~ed 
Gull that was next to it. 

Jerry McWilliams 
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A B C 

E. Kwater >< 
B.Haas ·~ 

F. Haas >< 
R. Leberman X 
G. McWilliams X 
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